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I. THE PROPHETS TELL OF THE COMING OF JESUS 


HEN God made the world, he meant everyone to be happy in loving 
and serving him. But the first people he made disobeyed him, and 
from then on everything went wrong with the world. There was only 
one way to put things right again and that was for God himself to come into 
the world to show people what he was really like and how he wanted them to be. 


But he did not come at once. He had to prepare the world for his coming 
(the word ‘‘Advent’’ means ‘‘coming’’). People had to be taught to look 
forward to the time when God would come and save the world from its 
wickedness. 


God chose men called the Prophets, who were very wise and who knew 
about God’s plan. They told everyone how wicked the world was, and said 
they should be sorry about it. They said the world was in darkness, but one 
day someone very great was coming to bring light, and they must be ready 
for that day. One of them, Isaiah, said ‘‘ The people that walked in darkness 
have seen a great light’’. (If you read in your Bible Isaiah, chapter 9, verses 
6 and 7, you will see what else he said). 


The four Sundays in Advent remind us of the time before Jesus came. 
In the Collect for the first Sunday we ask God to help us to ‘‘cast away the 
works of darkness and put upon us the armour of light’’. 
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2 THE ANGEL TELLS OF, THE COMING OF JESUS 


‘Ce was going to become one of us, so he had to choose someone very 
special to be his Mother. The person he chose was Mary, who lived in 
a little village in Palestine called Nazareth. 


When the right time came, he sent Gabriel, who was one of his most 
important angels (do you know the names of any others ?) toJtell her about it. 
He told her not to be afraid for God loved her and he was going to give her 
a special Son who was going to save the world from its wickedness. Mary 
was ready to do whatever God wanted her to do and so she said to the angel, 
‘* Behold the handmaid of the Lord : be it unto me according to thy word.’’ 


Later on, when Joseph, Mary’s husband, knew about it, the angel appeared 
to him, too, and told him to be quite sure to call this Son Jesus because that 
name means ‘‘Saviour’’. 


S. Luke’s Gospel, chapter 1, verses 26 to 38, tells you about the angel 
coming to Mary. 


CAR UK cf} 
: rs, | rx 
Yj : ‘N f\ 
< es 
tie / 
i) = 


3. JOHN THE BAPTIST TELLS OF THE COMING 
OF JESUS 


HE angel told Mary that Elizabeth, her cousin, was going to have a son. 

He had a special part to play in God’s plan, for he was to be the last of 

the prophets to prepare people for the coming of Jesus. His father, 
Zacharias, was a priest and one day when he was in the temple the angel Gabriel 
came to him and said he was going to be given a son whose name would be 
John. Zacharias was so surprised and did not really believe the angel, so 
he was made dumb until after John was born. 


When John grew up, he went and lived near the river Jordan, where he 
told people that he had been sent to prepare the way for Jesus. He said they 
must repent—that is, be sorry for their sins—so that they would be ready to 
meet him. When they repented, he washed them in the river. 


During Advent, we hear quite a lot about John. The Gospel for the third 
Sunday tells us what Jesus said about him. He said he was the one that the 
prophet Malachi had written about a long time ago when he said ‘‘ Behold, 
Iwill send my messenger, and he shall prepare the way before me.’’ 


The Gospel for the fourth Sunday in Advent tells us what John said about 
himself. He reminded people that another great prophet, Isaiah, had also 
written about him. 


4. THE BIBLE TELLS OF THE COMING OF JESUS 


E read about God’s plan in the Bible. In the first part of it, which 

is called the Old Testament, we learn how God made the world, how 

wickedness came into it, and how God prepared the world for His 
coming. There are 39 books in the Old Testament, and a lot of them were 
written by the prophets. 


The New Testament, which has 27 books, was all written after the coming 
of Jesus by his disciples. This tells us how Jesus came and what a great 
difference his coming makes to us. It also warns us to be ready for him to 
come again. 


There is a third part to the Bible called the Apocrypha. It comes between 
the Old and New Testaments. But it is not in all Bibles although it should be, 
and if you are buying a new one you should make sure to get one that has the 
Apocrypha. 


We sometimes call the Second Sunday in Advent ‘‘Bible Sunday’’ because 
the Collect and Epistle are about the Bible. 


Every Christian should have a Bible and should read it regularly to learn 
more about God and his plan. Parts of it are always read in the services of 
the Church. We hear the Epistle and Gospel at Mass, and at Matins and Even- 
song there are always two lessons. The Psalms are used quite a lot and even 
some of the prayers are made up of words from the Bible. 
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5. OUR PRIESTS TELL OF THE COMING OF JESUS 


EFORE Jesus ascended into heaven, he told His Apostles ‘‘ Go ye into all 
the world and preach the Gospel to every creature.’’ They were to tell 
how God had saved the world as he had promised. If people were bap- 

tised and believed in Jesus and kept his commandments they could conquer 
sin. 


Since then the Church has spread all over the world, and the power that 
Jesus gave to the Apostles has been given to Bishops, Priests and Deacons. 
This comes to them through the Sacrament of Holy Order. 


There are four special times in the year for this, and the Fourth Sunday in 
Advent is one of them. The Wednesday, Friday and Saturday before are called 
Ember Days, when we pray for all those who are going to be ordained. 


A Deacon can preach and baptise and help the priest to give Holy Commun- 
ion. A priest can say Mass, forgive sins, and bless. A Bishop can also confirm 
and ordain. They can all preach the Gospel and tell people about the coming 
of Jesus. The Bishop is the chief teacher and, at ordinations, he gives the 
Deacons a New Testament and the Priests a whole Bible. This is to show 
how important it is for them to teach people about God and his plan. 


Pray for more men to become priests. If you are a boy, ask God to show 
you whether perhaps he wants you to be a priest. 


RAR RY 


XXX IKX) 
SO RY 


GAS 


6. JESUS WILL COME AGAIN 


DVENT is what we call a ‘‘penitential season’’ rather like Lent. We 
A use purple for the altar and the vestments and we do not say the ‘‘Gloria’’ 

at Mass on Sundays. This is to remind us that Christmas has not come 
yet, and before we can start enjoying ourselves, we must make sure that we 
are ready to welcome the Baby Jesus. We can only do this properly if we 
have asked Him to forgive us our sins first. 


During Advent, we do not only think of the coming of Jesus the first time, 
we also remember that Jesus said he would one day come again. He is not 
going to come in the same way. He is going to come with all his angels and 
judge everyone. We must ask God to help us to be ready for that day so that 
we shall be among those who go to be with him in heaven. We say in the 
Nicene Creed ‘‘He shall come again with glory to judge both the quick and 
the dead’’ (Quick’’ is an old-fashioned word which means ‘“‘living’’). In 
the Advent collect we ask God to help us to be ready so that ‘‘in the last day, 
when he shall come in his glorious majesty to judge both the quick and the 
dead, we may rise to the life immortal’’. 


We do not know when that day will be, and Advent helps us not to forget 
that it might come at any time. 
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